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* * * * 

An  ingenious  correfpondent  in  the  Iiland  of 
Grenada,  has  favoured  us  with  the  following 
extraordinary  account  of  the  {fate  of  the/pu- 
dendum of  a female,  imported  into  that  iiland 
from  Africa. 

I * 

A flout  young  athletic  negro-driver,  having 
made  choice  for  his  wife  of  a neat  young  ne- 
gro girl,  juft  brought  out  of  a cargo,  with  e- 
qual  rapture  and  vigour,  attempted  the  com- 
pletion of  hymeneal  blifs,  but  without  fuccefs. 
The  flattering  opinion  of  virginity  reconciled 
him  to  difappointment  on  his  firft  eftay ; but  a 
fecond  and  third  being  equally  fruitlefs  and 
mortifying,  from  a confcioufnefs  of  his  own  a- 
bility,  he  was  led  to  examine  the  parts,  and 
with  aftonifhment  informed  the  manager, 
that  his  wife  was  neither  woman  nor  man. 
This  intelligence  the  manager  communicated 
to  my  partner  and  me ; and,  fympathifmg  tcn- 
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derly  with  the  difappointed  hufband,  he  wifh- 
ed  to  know  if  apy  thing  could  be  done. 

Upon  examination,  we  were  aftonifhed  to 
find  hardly  a trace  of  clitoris,  nymphae,  or 
even  labia  pudendi.  The  parts  were  as  flat 
and  as  fmooth  as  the  palm  of  my  hand.  Upon 
more  narrow  infpe&ion,  a cicatrix  could  be 
traced,  from  the  mons  veneris  down  to  the 
perinoeum.  At  the  lower  end  of  this  cicatrix, 
a fmall  hole  was  difcovered,  fcarcely  large  e- 
nough  to  admit  a common  probe.  Through 
this  opening,  we  were  witnefles  to  her  making 
water,  guttatim ; and  we  were  informed  that 

{he  menftruated  in  the  fame  manner. 

/ 

As  we  found  the  obftru&ion  to  confifl  in  a 
fimple  adhefion  of  the  integuments,  being  able 
to  pafs  the  probe  up  higher  than  the  urethra, 
we  judged  it  proper  to  divide  the  cicatrized 
parts,  for  the  purpofe  of  facilitating  the  natu- 
ral difcharges,  which,  confined  as  they  evident- 
ly muft  be,  in  the  obflru&ed  paflage  they  now 
had,  particularly  menflruation,  might  have  oc- 
cafioned-  the  mofi  ferious  evils. 

I . 

Having  fecured  the  woman,  in  the  fame 
manner  as  is  pra&ifed  for  the  operation  of  li- 
thotomy, a grooved  probe  was  introduced,  on 

which 
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which  the  integuments  were  divided,  as  high 
up  as  -it  was  thought  proper  to  go.  But  it 
was  afterwards  found,  that  the  opening  was 
ftill  ImulJ ; and  there  was  reafon  to  believe, 
that  it  would  become  more  flraitened  and  ri- 
gid when  fully  cicatrized.  Another  incifion 
was  therefore  made  downwards,  for  about  a 
quarter  of  an  inch  ; and  proper  drefiings  were 
applied  to  keep  the  parts  from  doling. 

Upon  vifiting  her  fome  days  afterwards,  we 
found,  that  little  attention  had  been  paid  to 
the  directions  given,  and  that  the  parts  had. 
begun  to  coalefce.  We  then  again  dilated 
both  upwards  and  downwards,  to  prevent  any 
unfortunate  event  in  cafe  of  pregnancy ; a con- 
dition, which  there  was  reafon  to  expecl  might 
occur. 

In  labour,  there  W’ould  be  the  greateft  dread 
of  danger,  from  the  rigidity  of-  the  partsgwhen 
cicatrized,  and  their  want  of  disability.  On 
this  ground,  our  advice  had  been  rather  againfl 
giving  the  means  of  coition,  which  might 
prove  fatal  to  her.  But  her  entreaties,  as  well 
as  thofe  of  her  hufband,  and  repeated  attempts 
which  he  had  lately  made,  notwjthftanding  the 
vigilance  of  thole  to  whom  fhe  was  entrulled, 
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gendered  it  now  a matter  of  prudence  to  di- 
late as  much  as  poffible.  But,  on  healing,  the 
parts  coalefced  confiderably,  fo  as  to  make  the 
opening  much  fmaller  than  was  intended. 
From  this  reafon,  or  perhaps  from  caprice, 
file  was  afterwards  deferred  by  her  hufband  ; 
upon  which  fhe  fell  gradually  into  a flate  of 
melancholy,  and  died  a few  months  after. 

Her  own  account  of  this  phsenomenon,  cor- 
roborated by  many  of  her  nation,  was,  that 
when  a child,  file  underwent  a circumcifion? 
prattifed  in  fome  parts  of  the  coaft  of  Africa. 
Her  mother  died,  foon  after  the  operation  was 
performed,  and  no  proper  attention  was  be- 
llowed upon  her.  In  this  way,  it  is  reafon- 
able  to  fuppofe,  that  the  above  coalefcence 
may  have  been  formed. 


* * * * 


With  the  following  well  authenticated  in* 
glance  of 'four  children  delivered  at  one  birth, / 
we  have  been  favoured  by  an  ingenious  gen- 
tleman. 


I 
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tleman,  Mr  J.  Spencer,  from  the  Tfland  of  Do- 
minica, who  had  himfelf  an  opportunity  of 
•feeing  both  the  mother  and  children. 

A negro  woman,  named  Benebah,  was 
brought  from  Africa  to  Dominica  in  the  year 
1782,  and  foon  after  was  married  to  one  of 
her  own  countrymen.  By  him  {he  had  one 
child.  But,  this  hufband  dying  ; foon  after 
that,  {he  married  another  of  her  countrymen, 
with  whom  {he  lived  for  feveral  years  without 
having  any  children.  But  at  length  {he  be- 
came pregnant ; and  had  no  other  reafon  for 
fufpe&ing  a plurality  of  children,  excepting  an 
uncommonly  large  fize.  On  the  22d  of  Febru- 
ary 1 789,  when,  according  to  her  own  compu- 
tation, {he  had  been  about  nine  months  preg- 
nant, £he  was  feized  with  labour-pains;  and,  by 
the  affiftance  of  a negro  woman  on  the  eftate 
to  which  {he  belonged,  who  officiated  as  mid- 
wife, {he  was  delivered  of  a boy,  to  appearance 
healthy,  and  of  the  ordinary  fize.  But  no 
placenta  coming  away,  and  marks  of  pregnan- 
cy ftill  continuing,  an  accoucheur  was  fent  for, 
who,  about  24  hours  after  the  birth  of  her 
firft  child,  delivered  her  of  three  girls,  all  of 
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the  ordinary  fize  ; after  which,  he  extracted  a 
placenta  of  an  enormous  fize,  which  he  com- 
puted would  have  weighed  about  fifteen  pounds. 
After  this  (lie  had  a very  good  recovery,  and 
was  able  to  walk  about  by  the  eighth  day. 
She  gave  fuck  to  all  her  four  children,  alfo 
employing,  however,  with  them  at  the  fame 
time  a good  deal  of  fpoon  meat.  Mr  Spencer 
faw  them  when  about  five  months  old.  At 
that  time  they  were  all  flout  children,  and,  as 
well  as  their  mother,  in  perfect  health. 

When  Benebah  was  delivered  of  thefe 
children,  (he  was  about  the  30th  year  of  her 
age.  She  meafured  five  feet  two  inches  in 
height.  Her  hufband,  who  was  in  his  35th 
year,  was  a flout  well-made  man,  about  the 
middle  fize  : and  it  may  perhaps  be  mentioned 
as  a fingularity,  that  both  fhe  and  her  hufband 
were  twins. 
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